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Welcome to the seventh edition of ACE Info in 2009 in which you will be able to read about current issues and developments that affect the built environment and the architectural profession across the EU.  The ACE invites comments and/or contributions on the contents of this publication as it strives to produce information that is accurate and useful to the readership.
 
This edition is also available in French.
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Core Issues


Academic: Public-Private Partnerships "Cost More, Deliver Less"
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	 According to David Price of Edinburgh University, there is no evidence that collaboration between governments and the private sector can help cut the cost of major infrastructure projects.  In fact, he states that public-private partnerships (PPP) ultimately cost more and deliver worse outcomes.  This comes as no surprise to the ACE, which has been aware of the fact that PPP is little more than an accounting "trick" that keeps debt off public balance sheets and thus allow them to keep within the strict public debt limits set out in the Maastricht criteria for economies that are within the eurozone.


To illustrate the research carried out by David Price, it has been found that hospitals built in the UK using PPP have 30% fewer beds than the equivalent public hospitals that they replace and that there are now cuts in other areas of the UK health service in order to pay for the additional costs incurred under the PPP.  Another example referred to is the London Metro where, due to the bankruptcy of the PPP company, £400 million was recently added to the public debt overnight.

The ACE work to further identify whether or not it is possible to ensure high architectural quality - and beyond, overall quality in the built environment - in PPP projects continues, but research such as reported here indicates that the use of PPP models is flawed in more ways than originally thought, especially when it is used for buildings.

Source: Euractiv.com (25th September 2009)

 

EU Sustainable Development Strategy Fails to Address the Quality of the Built Environment 
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	 As already reported in the previous issue of ACE Info the European Commission adopted on the 24th of July 2009 a Communication to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions entitled "Mainstreaming sustainable development into EU policies: 2009 Review of the European Union Strategy for Sustainable Development".  The ACE notes with concern that the communication remains completely silent about the dimension of the built environment.  This is in discrepancy with the fact that, increasingly, the built environment is being given more importance on the political agenda in particular in relation to the urgent challenges of energy efficiency and climate change. 


The ACE has again highlighted this fact in the context of the High-Level Conference on European Cities and the Global Climate Challenge organised by the Swedish Presidency that was held in Stockholm on 14-15 September.  On that occasion when reacting to the concern that had been voiced by the ACE the Swedish Minister of the Environment, Andreas Carlgren, admitted that it is an important matter that has also to be considered in connection with the post-Lisbon Strategy.  The Minister also mentioned the importance of architecture and he stated that "If we don't create beautiful cities we will never succeed...".

 

European Commission Puts Business Trips Under the Spotlight
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	With the economic crisis continuing to sting across all sectors, Vivian Reding, the European Commissioner for Information Society and Media, has put the spotlight on the impact of business trips on the level of greenhouse gas emissions they produce.  In a move that links several dossiers, the Commissioner has pointed out that advances in the reliability, availability and cost of using Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) to hold meetings at distance, offers a significant opportunity to businesses to resist the negative effects of the economic crisis and, at the same time, do more in the fight against climate change. 


In fact, according to estimates by the consulting firm McKinsey, widespread use of intelligent devices and applications could reduce global CO2 emissions by as much as 15% by 2020.  The Commission proposes, in its Communication on ICT for a Greener Economy, that private business trips should be cut by 20% and be replaced by video conferences.  This measure alone would deliver savings of more that 22 million tons of CO2 per year.

This is a message that resonates for the ACE as it has used 2009 to increase its use of web-based conference facilities and this trend will certainly continue into 2010.  Furthermore its Members have committed to improving the carbon footprint of the activities of the ACE - an initiative that now sees a "carbon tax" being paid by delegates attending its General Assemblies such that they become carbon-neutral events.  To read the Communication of the Commission, go to:

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/docs/com_2009_111/com2009-111-en.pdf 

Source: EurActiv.com (5th October 2009)

 
EU Reference Framework (RF) for Sustainable Cities on the Right Tracks 
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	As previously reported in ACE Info the work launched in the aftermath of the Marseilles Ministerial and Declaration on Urban Development (25th November 2008) is ongoing. Its aim is to give a concrete follow-up to the Leipzig Charter on Sustainable European Cities adopted in May 2007 under the German EU Presidency.  Two Work Groups are currently at work: the Member States/Institutions (MS/I) Group (lead by France) and the Cities Group.


Work in the MS/I Group is well advanced whereby it is intended that a prototype of the RF tool will be presented to the Urban Development Ministers before the end of the Spanish Presidency, in June 2010.  As far as can be seen at this stage the subjects for which the Architectural Profession has been pushing (quality of public spaces, quality of the physical environment notably architectural quality, and climate change, to mention just a few) are receiving due attention. National Support Groups (NSG) have been established in 9 countries to date and it is expected that further NSGs will be operational soon (e.g. Portugal).  Of particular concern to the ACE is the fact that the professional associations are currently involved only in two of them (France and Italy).

The Cities group (LC-FACIL Group) that is running under the URBACT II Programme is led by the City of Leipzig. The other Partner Cities involved are: Rennes Metropole (FR), Göteborg (SE), Bytom (PL), Kirklees City Council (UK), Szekesfehervar (HU) and Vitoria-Gasteiz (ES).  An 8th partner is currently being sought. This group has been established to serve as a testing group for the RF.  Its life span runs until the end of 2011.  It has already started its work and the Lead Partner is invited to MS/I meetings.  Information on the ongoing process can be found at:

www.rfsustainablecities.eu 
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ACE Matters


Changes in the Member Organisations
The ACE has been informed of several changes within its Member Organisations as follows:

 

Latvian Association of Architects (LAA)

At its recent congress, a new President, Andris Kronbergs and a new Chairman of the Executive Board, Edgars Treimanis were elected.

 

Croatian Chamber of Architects (CCA)

This Chamber has recently held its inaugural General Assembly as it has only recently been established as an independent Chamber.  Up until recently it was a chapter of the Croatian Chamber of Architects and Engineers.  This move to set up an independent Chamber for Architects has been warmly welcomed by the Executive Board of the ACE.  The President of the new organisation is Mr Tomislav Curkovic. 

 

Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA)

The RIBA has a new President since the 1st September, Ruth Reed.  This is an historic moment for the RIBA, as Ruth Reed is the first female President in the 175 years of existence of the RIBA.  The ACE looks forward to welcoming here to take part in its activities in the coming years.  The ACE has also been informed that the RIBA has a new Honorary Treasurer, Roger Shrimplin, an active delegate from the RIBA in the work of the ACE over many years.

 

Architecture and Sustainability - Successful Launch Event
Regular readers of ACE Info will know that the ACE recently published its booklet entitled Architecture and Sustainability - Declaration and Policy of the Architects' Council of Europe.  It was launched at a half-day seminar in Brussels on the 24th September last.  The event took place in the context of the European Economic and Social Committee save it energy days and was attend by about 70 persons.  The event was conceived to demonstrate that the architectural profession is facing up to the challenges of climate change and it showcased built examples of projects that demonstrate that sustainable architecture is already with us in all corners of the European Union.  To download copies of the presentations made on the day, go to:

http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/mee/cal/con2008.html
To download a pdf version of the booklet, go to:

http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/toc/toc/mytoc.asp?id=1-3-3 

 

Survey on Impact of Economic Crisis on the Architectural Profession
The ACE has recently completed its third running of the quarterly opinion poll on the impact of the economic crisis on the architectural profession.  The headline from this latest survey is that pessimism is decreasing although it is expected that, for some countries, the worst is still ahead.  In certain fields of work the profession is beginning to be more optimistic about future work.  This latest running of the survey has allowed the ACE to begin to map the trends that are emerging about the crisis and it is now hopeful that the continuation of the survey will permit it to be among the first to detect the true end of the crisis.  In order to see the latest results and the trend graphs that they have allowed the ACE to produce, go to:

http://www.ace-cae.org/docs/aceinfo/overview/Third_Econ_Survey_Sept_09.pdf 

 

Joint Workshop Event with Schools of Architecture
The ACE is currently planning, together with the European Association for Architectural Education (EAAE) that has about 150 Schools of Architecture as members, a Joint Workshop aimed at identifying the subjects on which a much closer collaboration between the profession and schools can be built.  The Workshop will take place on the 29th January 2010 in Paris and it is hoped that about 25 participants from each organisation will attend and that a means to engage students of architecture can also be found.  For more information on this event, write to: adrian.joyce@ace-cae.eu 

One recent successful example of collaboration is the increased contact that the two Organisations have forged with the experts that serve on the Sub-Group of the Coordinators Group set up under the Professional Qualifications Directive.  The Sub-Group is the group that advises the European Commission on all matters relating to architectural qualifications that are notified to the Commission for listing in the Directive.  This increased contact is greatly appreciated by the experts who use it to exchange views and experiences related to architectural education and training.

 

Thematic Workshop on Architecture & Quality of Life
The ACE has just held a Workshop on this topic, which is one of the three thematic work areas of the ACE, in Sibiu (Romania) that was organised in collaboration with its Romanian Member, the Order of Architects of Romania.  Worthwhile mentioning amongst the range of subjects covered during the Workshop is the discussion that took place about the essential contribution that architecture can bring in the context of the fight against climate change.  In particular, the ACE is preparing to address a draft Statement to the Heads of States at the World Summit in Copenhagen in December in support of its Declaration on Architecture & Sustainability (See above).

 

The ACE at External Events
The ACE is frequently represented by its President, Members of its Executive Board, Chairmen of Work Groups and/or the Secretariat at external events and conferences.  These activities often go unnoticed, but are very important to the pursuit of the policies of the ACE.  Readers who wish to know more about these activities can access the reports, prepared after the events, in the calendar of external representations maintained on the website of the ACE at the following address:

http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/mee/rep/rep009.asp 

 

ACE Events and Meetings in November and December 2009:
Meeting of the Work Group Professional Experience, Brussels, 16th November

Sixth Meeting of the Executive Board of the ACE in 2009, Brussels, 19th November

Second Meeting of the General Assembly in 2009, Brussels, 20th and 21st November

Workshop of Thematic Area 1: Access to the Profession, Brussels, 4th December

Meeting of the Joint Working Party with Schools of Architecture, Brussels, 11th December
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Other Matters


European Commission Issues Guide to Architectural Policy
The ACE strongly welcomes the recent Communication on Guide to the Architectural Policy of the Commission.  It is a long-awaited document that the ACE had contributed to during its preparation and it contains many provisions that should see a significant improvement in the quality of the buildings occupied by the Commission in both Brussels and Luxembourg.  Two matters of note are the extension of the use of the EMAS Eco-Management system to all of the Commissions buildings and activities and the commitment that the Commission will use architectural design contests for all future new buildings and major renovations.

In relation to this second point, the ACE notes that the Commission also announced on the 28th September that it has signed an initial agreement with Luxembourg on the building of a major new building to replace the existing Jean Monnet building.  In fact it has announced its intention to build a new complex of 120,000 m2 over the next six years.  Given that the objective is to procure a "signature" building that will represent the presence of the Commission in Luxembourg, the ACE looks forward to the announcement of an architectural design contest for this major development and it undertakes to inform the readership of ACE Info on the matter as soon as more information is available.  To read the Commission Communication, go to:

http://ec.europa.eu/civil_service/docs/comm_guide_en.pdf 

Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9986

 
Final Transposition of the Services Directive due in December 2009
Although all Member States are committed to having completed the transposition of the provisions of Services Directive (2006/123/EC) into national law by mid-December, it is now reported that there is still a considerable effort required if the transposition is to be completed in time.  For example, the Commission has reported that there are a number of Member States where preparations for the establishment of the Points of Single Contact (PSC) have not yet started.  On the other hand, some countries are well advanced with, for example, France and Portugal testing their PSC structures on certain sectors including the profession of architect.

The ACE has worked hard to inform its Member Organisations about the potential impact of this Directive and it has prepared a number of guidance and reference documents on a range of issues covered in the part of the Directive that deals with quality of services.  The ACE sees the introduction of the Directive as an opportunity for the profession to clearly demonstrate that it is committed to providing the best possible service to society and these documents will assist architectural practices across the EU in the achievement of that goal.  These documents have been grouped together on the website of the ACE and can be accessed at:

http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/documents/sdoc/structure.asp?id=referencetools_topmenu
 

Overall Greenhouse Gas Emissions Fall for Fourth Consecutive Year
On the 31st August last, the European Environment Agency (EEA) released provisional figures for greenhouse emissions in 2008 that show that emissions have fallen for the fourth year running.  According to the EEA, emissions by the EU-15 fell by 1.3% in 2008 compared with official figures for 2007 and by approximately 6.2% below the Kyoto base year (1990 in most cases).  This is encouraging as it seems to indicate that the EU is on target to exceed its Kyoto commitments for the period 2008-2012, which is set at 8% below the base year.  In fact, the EEA estimates that the emissions from the EU-27 fell by 1.5% in 2008 to a level that is 13.6% below the base year.  This news was welcomed by Commissioner Dimas who called for further consolidation of the trend through the rapid implementation of the climate and energy package as the EU "... has already shown that it can successfully decouple its emissions from economic growth."  For more information, go to:

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/new-estimates-confirm-the-declining-trend-in-eu-greenhouse-gas-emissions 

Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9966

 

New Proposal for Amendment of Directive on Late Payments
On the 1st September, the Commission presented its proposal to amend Directive 2000/35/EC on late payments to the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) at the European Parliament.  The proposal suggests that a 30-day time limit be introduced at European level to be complied with by all public authorities for all payments.  The presentation highlighted the current diversity in Member States, citing that the maximum payment delay for a public procurement contract awarding body is 10 days in the UK, 14 days in Finland and Ireland, 30 days in Luxembourg and Sweden, 45 days in France, 60 days in Spain and 90 days in Italy.  The Commission estimates that if all payments made by public authorities and private enterprises were made according to schedule, an extra €179 billion in liquidities would circulate in the European economy.  To read the proposal, go to:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/regulation/late_payments/index_en.htm 

Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9967

 

Commission Proposes Five Steps to Complement GDP with Other Indicators
On the 20th August last, the Commission adopted a Communication entitled GDP and Beyond: Measuring Progress in a Changing World that went almost unnoticed at the time.  Its objective is to inform public debate on what really matters to people: measuring sustainable progress towards targets set in social economic and environmental areas.  Although there is nothing new in this objective, there is a real sense of accelerated progress in work on the issue.  In addition to the Communication of the Commission, the French Government presented, on the 15th September, the report coordinated by the Nobel laureate and economist, Joseph Stiglitz, on new ways of charting economic performance.  The President of France, Nicolas Sarkozy implied that he believed that social well-being is better than GDP for measuring economic health.

The Commission proposes five steps that should be used to complement GDP: (a) Use environmental and social indicators, (b) Use near real-time environmental and social information, (c) Use more accurate reporting on distribution and inequalities, (d) Develop a European Sustainable Development Scoreboard and (e) Extend National Accounts to environmental and social issues.  The ACE is of the view that this is long-overdue debate and it believes that these steps should be encouraged and strengthened at both national and European levels. To read the proposal of the Commission, go to:

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do?checktexts=checkbox&val=499855 

To download the Stiglitz report, go to:

http://www.stiglitz-sen-fitoussi.fr/documents/rapport_anglais.pdf 

Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9963 and Euractiv.com (15th September2009)

 

New Websites of General Interest to the Architectural Profession
The ACE has been informed about a number of new websites that it wishes to draw to the attention of its readers:

 

The database of the Italian Member Organisation that gives information on architectural practice in Europe has changed to:

http://www.awn.it/AWN/Engine/RAServePG.php/P/26111AWN0905/L/1 

 

A new French website to raise awareness of how to improve the energy performance of buildings has been launched.  It aims to disseminate simple, concise and reliable information to all stakeholders and the general public. It can be found at:

http://www.energieBat.fr 

 

A new Finnish website on Finnish architecture was launched on the 11th September 2009:

http://www.finnisharchitecture.fi/ 

 

A new look EU Portal site went live on the 21st September last with the aim of making access to the enormous number of issues that the EU deals with easier for all users.  Check it out at:

http://europa.eu/ 

 

TowardsNET-ZERO Conference London - 20th November 2009
TowardsNET-ZERO is a global conference series and forum whose objective is to accelerate the transition to low and zero energy and carbon neutral buildings.  Its objective is to provide major corporate and public sector real estate owners, developers and occupiers with the unique and critical insights they require to mitigate the risks and identify the opportunities of the transition towards low and zero energy buildings, representing a profound shift in the way in which buildings are designed, built and operated. The London event is the first event in the series and it will focus on evolving policy frameworks, design and engineering innovations and economic and market factors which are accelerating the shift to low energy buildings.  Comprising over 25 case study presentations, policy analysis and interactive sessions TowardsNET-ZERO London will be an inspirational start to the world series of conferences.

The ACE is one of many supporting partners of this event and you can learn more about the initiative by visiting:

www.towardsnetzero.com 

 

Swedish Presidency Commences Tri-Partite Negotiations on the EPBD
As reported in ACE Info #48, the Swedish Presidency has commenced a series of tri-partite negotiations on the re-cast of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD).  These have been scheduled to take place on 30th September, 14th October, 3rd and 17th November.  According to information received by the ACE during discussions with Parliamentarians and Commission Officials, the negotiations are, as expected, proving difficult.  The encouraging element is that all parties to the negotiations (the Commission, the Parliament and the Council) state that they are seeking to agree on an ambitious proposal and there seems to be optimism that a deal can be reached in time to ensure adoption before the global conference on climate change in Copenhagen in December.  The ACE will continue to monitor and report on progress over the coming months.

Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9983 and Euractiv.com (18th September 2009)
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Publications


Guide OAI 2010: Références Architectes et Ingénieurs-Conseils
Published by the Luxembourg Member Organisation of the ACE, this publication showcases 596 works by the members of the OAI.  It is a demonstration of the extensive creativity of the profession in Luxembourg and of its commitment to meet the needs of society.  To order a copy (€25), write to: oai@oai.lu 

 

100% Renewable: Energy Autonomy in Action
Published by Earthscan, this collection is edited by Peter Droege and it presents a series of pioneering efforts to demonstrate that 100% energy autonomy is possible.  There are several other related titles available from Earthscan.  To see the list go to:

http://www.earthscan.co.uk/?tabid=74710 
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Call for Papers


2nd Historic Mortars Conference, Prague
The organisers of this event, which is scheduled to take place from the 22nd to the 24th September 2010, aim to bring together scientists, technicians and professionals involved in research and studies of historic mortars to present and discuss advances in this topic.  They have opened a Call for Papers with a deadline of 30th November 2009.  To get full details, go to:

http://www.itam.cas.cz/HMC2010 

 

Sustainable Building Conference: SB10, Maastricht
The organisers of this event, which is scheduled to take place from the 11th to the 13th October 2010, have announced a call for papers in the theme of Towards 0 Impact Buildings and Environments.  The deadline for the submission of abstracts is 1st December 2009.  Full details of the call for papers can be found at:

http://www.ribuilt.eu/SB10/ 

 

Conference 2010: Constructions Matter
This event, being organised by the Centre for Management Studies of the Building Process / Copenhagen Business School, have issued a call for papers.  The call emphasises that architectural design contests are a significant field for empirical research and they are seeking contributions on a wide range of themes linked to this thesis.  The Conference will be held in Copenhagen from the 5th to the 7th May 2010 and the deadline for receipt of abstracts is the 15Th December 2009 and full details can be found at:

http://www.clibyg.org/en/for_researchers_and_students/conference_2010_constructions_matter/ 
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Events


2nd European Procurement Dialogue
To be held in Vienna City on the 12th November, this event will explore the theme Quality Competition - Dream or Reality? About the relation between price and quality in Public Procurement procedures.  It draws together a number of persons from the ACE Network as speakers and promises to be an engaging exploration of the topic.  For full information, send a request for information to:

cornelia.hammerschlag@arching.at 

Before 9th November

 

Towards an Action Plan for Energy Efficiency Housing in the UNECE Region
To be held in Vienna City Hall from the 23rd to the 25th November, this international forum is free to attend and it is open to all interested persons.  Its aim is to present a draft Action Plan for Energy Efficiency in Housing for the 56 countries in the UNECE region.  For full information, go to:

http://www.energy-housing.net 

 

Crossing Borders - Bridging Gaps
The Swedish Presidency, in conjunction with the European Forum for Architectural Policies, organises this event on the topic CROSSING BORDERS, BRIDGING GAPS. Towards innovative planning for and design of a sustainable infrastructure.  It will take place in Stockholm from December 2-4. The conference focuses on issues which in various ways shed light on the planning and design of infrastructure and the role of experts, politicians and architects therein, the aim being to promote an interchange of experience in this field and to articulate the issues in the architectural policies of the various countries.  More information and registration at:

http://www.efap.arkitekturmuseet.se 

 

Global Urban Summit 2009
To be held in Rotterdam on the 3rd and 4th December 2009, will showcase more than 50 examples of sustainable urban development from all over the world.  For full information and registration details, go to:

www.rotterdam.nl/urbansummit 

 

Young, Urban, Migrant - From Challenge to Chance
Under the aegis of the Swedish Presidency, the European Urban Knowledge Network is holding this event in Malmö on the 14th December 2009.  It will seek to identify what works and does not work in local integration policies.  It is being held back-to-back with an expert meeting on immigration to be held on the 15th and 16th December in Malmö.  Full details at:

http://www.eukn.org/eukn/meetings/index.html 

 

UIA Congress 2011
An important date for your diary is the next UIA Congress that will take place in Tokyo, Japan from the 25th to the 29th September 2011.  The main theme of the event will be Design 2050 and it will be approached from three key themes: Environment; Life; Survival.  More information can be accessed at:

http://www.uia2011tokyo.com/en/ 

 

Listing of events relating to Urban Issues
The European Urban Knowledge Network (EUKN) maintains a very good listing of events that relate to urban issues on its website, many of which are interest to architects.  It can be accessed at:

http://www.eukn.org/eukn/meetings/index.html 
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Competitions


2nd Ugo Rivolta Architecture Prize 
This Prize launched at the initiative of the Order of Architects of Milan (Italy) for quality Social Housing was awarded for the second time at the end of September in Milano to an Architect from Budapest, Kis Peter.  Three further projects received honourable mentions: Macola-Zanetti from Italy, Terrados Cepeda from Spain and Agence Kagan from France. 

The jury that was Chaired by Prof. Pierre-Alain Croset judged that the quality of the entries was excellent, which shows that Social Housing is still a real challenge and offers an opportunity to further improve architectural quality in this sector.  Information can be downloaded at:

http://www.ordinearchitetti.mi.it/index.php/page,Notizie.Dettaglio/id,1281/type,oa?SSID=v29bkb64tmmgpmtrrddiq1rln5
 
Design Competition - Fes 2010
A major international competition to design sensitive interventions in two UNESCO listed sites in Morocco.  The scale of the projects is impressive and the challenges significant.  For full information on how to enter, go to:

http://www.competitiondesign-fes.com/ 

 

A Fresh Look at 20th Century Architectural Heritage
The International Union of Architects (UIA) has announced this major international students competition that invites them to create image models of examples of significant architectural merit from the 20th Century.  Its aim is to make a significant contribution to the database of such buildings contained on the Docomomo website.  The whole competition is to be conducted online and the deadline for receipt of entries is 26th April 2010.  For full details, go to:

www.archi.fr/3D_20th 

 

 

[image: image12.jpg]


Practical Information


Selection of Useful and interesting links:
 

European Commission homepage

http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm 

 

Search page for Commission documents

http://europa.eu/documents/comm/index_en.htm 

 

The Barroso Commission:

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/index_en.htm 

 

The European Parliament Homepage:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu 

 

Website of the Swedish Presidency (Jul09 to Dec09)

http://www.se2009.eu/en 

 

Website of the Czech Presidency (Jan09 to Jun09)

http://www.eu2009.cz/en/ 

 

European Forum for Architectural Policies

http://www.efap-fepa.eu/ 

 

EU Video Website:

http://www.youtube.com/eutube 

 

URBACT Hous-Es Network website:

http://urbact.eu/projects/hous-es.html 

 

Sustainable building website

www.sustainablebuilding.info
 

Collegi d'Arquitectes de Catalunya (COAC) international relations database:

http://www.coac.net/international/ 

 

Consiglio Nazionale degli Architetti, Pianificatori, Paesaggisti e Conservatori (CNAPPC) database - ArchiEuro:

http://www.awn.it/AWN/Engine/RAServePG.php/P/26111AWN0905/L/1 

 

Website of the European Construction Technology Platform:

http://www.ectp.org
 

Website of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPED) Platform:

http://www.buildingsplatform.org 

 

ArchiEuropa website - comparative information on practice of architecture:

http://www.arvha.net/selectionlang.php?s=AXMIG1FZFB 

 

Archi-Student website - a wealth of information on schools and students of architecture in Europe:

www.archi-students.org 

 

Link to the Newsletter of the International Union of Architects (UIA):

http://www.uia-architectes.org/texte/england/Menu-2/4-lettre.html 

 

Passive and Downdraught Cooling in Buildings - The website of an EU-funded project that shows the way towards a pragmatic alternative to conventional air conditioning in buildings:

www.phdc.eu 

 

Database of Digital Architecture - A new, subscription based website that contains several sections including one that provides images of the works of the great masters of architect and videos of talks by famous architects has been set up.  For full information go to:

www.pidgeondigital.com 

 

Interactive Database for Architects - Launched in March 2008, this site provides an opportunity for all architectural practices to become globally recognised.  Check it out at:

www.worldarchitecture.org 

 

ACE Website:

www.ace-cae.eu 

 

Useful tip:
 
In the website addresses given in ACE Info for the documents of the EU, you will frequently see the following near the end of the address: "_en".  These two letters define the language of the document (English in the case of "en") and you can usually change these two letters in order to bring you to a different language version as follows:

 

French _fr                    German _de                 Danish _da                  Swedish _sv

Italian _it                      Spanish _es                 Greek _el                     Dutch _nl

Portuguese _pt                        Finnish _fi                    Czech _cs                    Maltese _mt

Estonian _et                Latvian _lv                   Lithuanian _lt               Polish _pl

Hungarian _hu             Slovene _sl                  Slovak _sk                   Bulgarian _bg

Romanian _ro

 

 

The editorial board for the compilation of ACE Info is:
The ACE President:                                                     Juhani Katainen

Board Member Responsible for Communication:           Serban Tiganas 

The Secretary General of the ACE:                              Alain Sagne

Senior Adviser to the ACE:                                           Adrian Joyce

 

ACE Info is issued on a regular basis, with about ten editions per year.  You are free to circulate the document as widely as you wish, to translate its contents for use in your publications and to refer to the information it contains once you credit the ACE as the origin.

 

If you wish to receive ACE Info regularly and you are not on the mailing list, you can register online at: http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/sub/sub/subscribe.asp 

 

If you have information that you wish to have included in the next edition then e-mail it (in English or French please) to adrian.joyce@ace-cae.org.  The deadline for submissions is the first Friday of each month.

 

End
